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SUBJECT: SPECIAL PRC FLIGHTS TO US 

REF: STATE 64237 

USED BY DEPARTMENT PRESS SPOKESMAN ON "IF ASKED" BASIS. 
ACTION POSTS MAY, ALSO ON "IF ASKED" BASIS. DRAW ON THIS 
MATERIAL IN DRAT. TNG WITH PRESS OR OTHER QUERIES. ANY 
OTHER QUESTIONS SHOULD BE REFERRED TO DEPARTMENT. FOR 
TAIPEI: IN ANSWERING PRESS QUERIES, YOU MAY NOT WANT TO 
GO BEYOND SIMPLE STATEMENT THAT YOU UNDERSTAND PRC 
REQUESTED US PERMISSION FOR TWO TRIAL FLIGHTS AND A 
LATER FLIGHT TO BRING OFFICIAL DELEGATION TO NEW YORK FOR 
UNGA SPECIAL SESSION, AND THAT PERMISSION HAS BEEN 
GRANTED. 

1. QUESTION: CAN YOU COMMENT ON THE REPORT OUT OF TOKYO 
THAT A PRC AIRCRAFT WILL FLY TO THE US ON MARCH 30, AND 
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THAT A LATER FLIGHT WILL TAKE THE PRC DELEGATION TO NEW 
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YORK FOR THE SPECIAL SESSION OF THE UNGA? 

ANSWER: THE PRC LIAISON OFFICE CONTACTED THE U.S. 
GOVERNMENT MARCH 28 TO REQUEST PERMISSION FOR TWO TEST 
FLIGHTS LEADING TO A THIRD FLIGHT WHICH WILL TAKE ITS 
DELEGATION TO NEW YORK FOR THE SPECIAL SESSION OF THE 

UNGA. THEY STATED THAT THE AIRCRAFT WOULD BE BOEING 
707'S. A SIMILAR REQUEST WAS MADE TO OUR UN MISSION BY 
THE PRC'S UN MISSION IN NEW YORK. THE PRC HAS BEEN 
INFORMED THAT WE HAVE GRANTED PERMISSION FOR THESE 
FLIGHTS. THE PRC OFFICIALS STATED THAT FIRST TRIAL 
FLIGHT WILL STOP FOR FUELING IN ANCHORAGE AND THEN PROCEED 
TO NEW YORK; THE SECOND TRIAL FLIGHT IS SCHEDULED TO 
REACH NEW YORK VIA PARIS. THE ROUTING FOR THE THIRD 
FLIGHT HAS NOT BEEN DETERMINED. 

2. QUESTION: WHAT ARE THE SPECIFIC SCHEDULES? 

ANSWER: FOR A VARIETY OF REASONS, I DON'T WANT TO GET 
INTO THOSE DETAILS. 

3. QUESTION: WILL THERE BE US ESCORT PERSONNEL ON THE 
FLIGHTS? 

ANSWER: WE ARE DISCUSSING THAT POINT WITH THE PRC 
LIAISON OFFICE. 

4. QUESTION: ARE THESE PRC GOVERNMENT AIRCRAFT? 

ANSWER: THE AIRCRAFT BELONG TO THE CIVILIAN AVIATION 
ADMINISTRATION OF CHINA, WHICH IS THE CIVIL AVIATION 
ARM OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PRC. THE CHINESE HAVE 
STATED THAT THESE ARE DIPLOMATIC FLIGHTS. 

5. QUESTION: DO WE HAVE A CIVIL AVIATION AGREEMENT 
WITH THE PRC? IF NOT, HOW CAN THESE FLIGHTS TAKE PLACE? 

ANSWER: WE DO NOT HAVE A CIVIL AVIATION AGREEMENT WITH 
THE PRC. AN AGREEMENT WOULD BE REQUIRED FOR SCHEDULED 
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COMMERCIAL SERVICES, BUT NOT FOR SPECIAL FLIGHTS LIKE 
THESE. 

6. QUESTION: ARE WE TRYING TO NEGOTIATE A CIVIL AIR 
AGREEMENT WITH THE PRC? 

ANSWER: WE LOOK FORWARD TO THE TIME WHEN THERE WILL BE 
CIVIL AIR LINKS BETWEEN THE US AND THE PRC, BUT THERE 
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ARE NO ACTIVE NEGOTIATIONS NOW. 

7. QUESTION: HOW MANY BOEING 707'S DO THE CHINESE HAVE? 

ANSWER: THEY HAVE CONTRACTED FOR 10, AND I BELIEVE 8 
HAVE BEEN DELIVERED. 

8. QUESTION: HAVE US CIVIL AIRCRAFT FLOWN INTO THE PRC? 

ANSWER: YES, ON SPECIAL FLIGHTS. I DON’T HAVE ALL THE 
DETAILS, BUT I BELIEVE THE MOST RECENT SUCH FLIGHT WAS 
LAST FALL, WHEN THE PHILADELPHIA ORCHESTRA WENT TO 
CHINA. KISSINGER 
UNQUOTE RUSH 
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